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; 2 RefleSions won Mr. Baxter's loft Book, 
ſach Men as the Dean of St. Pauls and Dr. Sherlock 
have ventured to fo little purpoſe to meddle with Mr. 
Baxter's Books, while they were of &nconfutable De- 
fence and Unanſiverable. "And now I have mentioned 
the Dean of St. Pauls, T cannot do leſs than pitty ſome 
late great miſtakes of his with all my heart ; tho the 
World allow Him to be as. well qualified by his cxtra- 


i as any Pexſon to defend the Church 
of Engla uf on ein onboth fides, and 
think bimw wave as to diſtinguiſh be- 


twixt Books that might be Anſwered, and Books that 
cone yet He has of Yearg had the great 
bapg to. encqunter wiſh Advetlaries, 
nothing 'but Demonſtration and *Pnconfutable Books; | 
and to foyl himſelt with — out Sa fach | 
Writers. I believe the "Dean haſtily forget 
his Popiſh Adverſary Mr. Fob» — who run him 
down at ſuch a ſtrange rate with fr/t Principles, and . 
one Demonſtration wpan the hack of another, and 
baffled him juſt at the rate Mr. Baxter did : 
which might hve been ſaved, had Mr. 
as cautious as I'am, had He but taken t 
cible Mens words, as F do. - I would no 
upon Mr. Baxter with his Uhc able Broke, than 
Upon Mr. Gorge rgeant, that up and- his Letter 76 
the Continuator of the preſenr State of the Controverfie, 
tells the Reader, that | his Books cannot be difprov'd 
& the Preface, that it is an impeſfibie rask toanſwer them. 7 am ro/d4 
(ys Mr. Baxter ) by divers, that I have written 
h already on. theſe Subjefts, were it only my jfirff 
econd Xu; The beft- Witts | ;M Nation 
Clays Mr. Sergeant in the ſame Letter ) Mev not a 
Jot inferiour to your great Dottor himſelf (Dr. Stilling- 
fleet} have not only read thoſt Letters of mine ow 
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RefleSlions upon Mr. Baxter's left Book. 
five Cathvliek Letters'as he calls them againſt Door 
a—_—_—_— bat given ſuch a Charatter of them' for 
able” as is wot ' Modeſt for me to repeat. 
Now I''am ſatisfied to let two fuch men alone, and 
dare'no more Anſwer Mr. Baxter than Mr. Sergeant, 
ally when I find what pittiful Work they made 
it, that were ſo hardy to write againſt either of 
theſe two Irvinfible Champions. Mr. Baxter ſpeak- 
ing of ſome of his Writings againſt the Church of Eng- 
land, fays, I hnow not of any one of theſe that are 
| Anſwered, or any thing like an Anſwer to them Writ-*** 3 
| ten, ſave that to ſome part of the firff (to wit his 
| Plea for Peace) ſome meer Jmpertinent Moffe was 
| made by (OMe ONE that 7s confuted. This is very 
| and lofty indeed, and yet his invincible Brother- 
ion John Sergeant can talk full as bigg ; elpe- 
cially when the Dean of St. Pay!s, or the Dean of Can- (1) See Litter 
' | © zerbury (a) come in his way. to the Continu- 
| And yet as loftily as theſe two Champions Mr. ©” 


Sergeant and Mr. Baxter talk of their own performan- 
| ces, and of their great YVidtories over the Dean of 
| St. Paws, 1 dare appeal to Mr. Baxter's Conftience, 
that he does believe that the Dear hath fully confuted 
all John eant's Pleas for Oral Tradition, and to 
70 | Mr. Sergeant's Conſcience, that the Dean had done as 
- much for Mr. Baxter's Pleas for Noncoaformity. 

? This Sir, I hope will fatisfie you'that you t to 
no anſwer to Mr. Baxter's Book me, but 

7en \ if it will not alone, I have a Reaſonor two more for 
you, one is, That all that Mr. Baxter hath offered in 
4 this Book of Argument, hath been Anſwered over 
LN and over again by his Anſwerers, the Deay of Payls 
I and Dr. Sherlock, and tho" he be not aſhamed to 
re | Franſcribe hinuſelf, and to teaze the World with the 
| B 2 ſame 
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Refle&ions upon Mr. Baxtet's laſt Book. 
ſame Reaſons over again, yet ,others. are to imitate 
him. in tranſcribing their Anſwers to. him, Another 
Reaſon is, becauſe the World have given up Mr. Bax- 
ter as well as his Brother Johy Sergeant as incurable, 
upon whom good Advice as well as good Arguments 
are equally loſt. I look. upon theſe ;two to be the ve- 
ry Reverſe of one another, that Mr. Sergeant is the 
Popiſh Mr. Baxter, and Mr. Baxter the Proteſtant 
John Sergeant, they are in every thing ſo exactly the 
ſame ; their cauſe 1s the ſame, Mr. Sergeant's buſtle 
for Oral Tradition being, every. jot as good as Mr. 
Baxter's for Non-Conformity ;. their management - is 
the ſame, the. one writes as voluminouſly as the other, 
the one hath the ſame Art of doing it that the other 
by Tranſcribing his own felt, and by infinite Tayto- 
logy and ſplitting of Diviſions; the one Writes as dog- 
matically as the other... 41n- a ;word,, They write De- 
monſtration alike, they talk (enſe alike, and they have 
had of late, I believe I may ſay ſuccels alike in making 
the World weary of reading their Writings, 

Another Reaſon I have tor not Anlwering Mr. Bax- 
ter's Book, becauſe I am aftraid he is ſo fond of /him- 
ſelf, and fo reſolute for his- own Opinions, that -he 
will not youchſafe to read his Adverſaries Books; and 
I have not ſo much time upon my hands as to:throw 
it away upon an Anſwer to Mr. Baxter, which will 
be thrown aſide by him without once reading it. I 
have reaſon to believe that this is become of late his 
temper ; ſince in this very Book of his you ſent me, 
he ſays, nothing had been Anſwered to a certain Book 
of his, whereas his meaning ſhould be, that he had 
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not, or would not read the Anſwer to it. Speakin 
Ges 24. and 3d.) of his Plea for Peace, and his fol | 
reatile of Epiſcopacy, and his Apology, and his 
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Seconq Plea: for Peace, and Treatiſe of Church-Concord, 
He yery. gravely adds; / _— any. one of theſe 
that are \Anuſwered, or anyi thing 'l/the an Anſwes" to 
thew Written, ſave that to: ſome part of the firſt [to 
wit the\P/ea for Peace ) Dome meer impertinent 
Notſs, was, made by ſome. one:that-is: Anfwered : 
5u and I have read, and T'dare {ay Mr. Bax- 
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" er elt has teen a Book Printed ſeven Years ago Z 
with this Title, 4 Yind:cation of the Primitive'Church p,;,vq fr x: 
and Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, in Anſwer to Mr. Baxter's Moſes Pitt, 
Church- T&tory of Biſhops and their Councils abridged: ** ** 


As alſo to ſome part of his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, 
If you remember that Book, but eſfecially' the Pre- 
face to it, you arecable''togive another Reaſon beſide 
forgetfulnels, why Mr. Baxter takes no notice of that 
Anſwer to Part of his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacys per- 
chance'never was Man's Picture better taken than Mr. 
Baxter's is in the. Preface to that Book ; whoever 


would know Mr. Baxrzer, and take his bein, need 
>aly read that Pretace and Book, and Tam co 

that would Mr. Baxter himſelf but read the Preface 
it {lf twice over with calmnets and deliberation, he 
would never Tet Pen to Paper more in” Controvertie. 
You, have now,. Sir, \the re{t otmy: Reaſons why you 
ſhouldinot expe; nor I write an Anſiver to this Book, 
however I will nog-return you the Book without mak- 
ing {pme few Reflections upon it, much fewer than it 
| does delcrye. . | _ 


{!:; AST read the Book: over, I could not but very 
 much-pity/ the Author'of it, He: complains in his Ti- 


tle-Page, That Rulers and Clergy want Willingneſs 
and Patience to read and hear their juſt defence ; 1 do 
-aſſure.Mr, Baxter that I had Willingneſs and Patience 
'to-read his Book through, and I can aſſure him _ 
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&  Roffedtions wpon Mr. Baxter's Loft Bock. 
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than even the Replyes and the Defences of the Repreſen- 
rer, and Nr. Sergeant himſelf: All which was becauſe 
I found Mr. Baxter's Book to be liable to theſe follow- 
ing Refletions. 
t it wes. one of the moſt unneccifary, unſeaſo- 
nable, and'unaccountable Books, that hath been Publi- 
ſhed to my know in this Age. 
-- Every one af theſe RefleAtions may be eaſily juſtt- 
fied, -and-it may be done in the compaſs of a 'Letter. 
That this new Book of Mr. Baxter was CAnnecefſary, 
every one will grant that hath acquainted himſelf with 
Mr. Baxter's former Books, ret A > find no- 
ing here but the bare repetition af hi Argu- 
—_ and Reaſons for Non-Conformity ; it is too {6 
vere an impofition.upon the World in Mr. Baxter, to 
put them upon buying this his New Book, which hath 
nothing new in it, upon reading this as new, which . 
they are acquainted in his works have read in 
them {o often Eg END 
the Books he hath written within theſe laſt ten Years, 
and I need inſtance _ 0 
Id it be worth the trouble to 
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and that more Reaſons for Now-Conformity |; 
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urged in 
this Book than in that, which had but Thirty Reaſons 
for the' Now-Conformity of Miniſters, and Six for Lay- 
meys, whereas this New Boot hath Forty for Minifters, 
and Twelve Reaſons for Laymens Non-Conformity. 
This is all the defence that can be made for him, and 
this is a very pleaſant one, a'Man would fafpect from 
this that” our Church hath fince'the Year 1680. been 
adding new terms of Commmion, and that Mr. Bax- 
ter hath found bs — ones among thoſe im- 
poſed upon Mirifters, whi cannot with a 
Conſeicnce conform to, and Six among thoſe Lo, 
ſed upon the Leity : but ſince there hath been noman- 
ner of alteration in the Terms of our Church Com- 
miunion ſince*the Year 1680, faving that there is ove 
acknowledged Reaſon for No iy /efs by the 
Deelaration againſt the Obligation of the Solemy League 
and Covenant, being, not required after March 168:z, 
How: comes it to paii'that there were but 7hirty Rea- 
ſens for "the Minifters and Six for the Zaymeys Non- 
Conformity in 1680, and yet that 16 3 [ for in 
that year Mr. Baxter wrote this Book, tho he did not 
Publiſty ic tiff” ehis Year 1689.) the Miniſters were 
grown ip to Forty, and the ens to Twelve? T 
car” for my part/fee no other reaſon for it, but' that 
Mr. Baxter was pleaſed to have it ſo, who may by 
this art and humour gratific the World if he pleaſes 
two Years. hence with another new Engitſh Non- 
Confownity, as wider XING WELLIAM and 
EVEEN MARY truly ftated and argued by 
Richard Baxter, without any other trouble, than on- 
varying the phrafe of this Book a little, and fplit- 
ring his Forty Miniſters Reaſons for Non-Conformiry 
into Eighty, or a Hundred, and his Laymens Twelve 


into 
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. As for the Arguments being improved, mn 
Book res than they pb we gr ee Sens thay 
are DONE improved in ane 
liſht with a great deal more of __ _ ons _ 
ſion and irreverence towards all. ſorts of Perſons, and 
towards the, moſt Sacygd, of things;,in the Church, 
mean one of the Sacraments, than his\Z/eg-for-; oe 
was; and this Plea was..none; of, the, 
mildeſt Books, as any e muſt own that will cither 
Into the Book it elf, or read the Dean of Pauls 
racter of it in his Preface to the Unreaſonableneſs 
aration ; under. the name (lays he) of, A Plea 
Tt, » Ont comes.a Book which far betteri deſerved 
the Tithe of A Plea io2 Diſozder and Separation, 
not without. frequent. ſbarp, and bitter Reflettons on the 
Conſtitution of eur. Church. and the Conformity required; 
as Though it bad ky Kb defign d on purpuſe to. repreſent 
the Clergy of our Church, as a_company of notorious Ly- 
and pf Villains, for. . conforming to the Laws 
+ Fo Land, and Orders eſtabliſhed among us ; ; Yhoc: 
yer will be at the pains to comp: e that Plea for Peace 
and this New Book ot - . Baxter's ie vether,, will Tee 
reaſons enough to jullifie Mr. Dean's. Charadter of rhar 
Book, and mize Of t/15 ie they differ in norhin cis 
but that the new one hath more 
d bitter RefleZLens than the = iT 


Mr. Baxter. grew Lis Paſlion an rity were the 
7 ER _ nearer TE was to is G he, id 
with I nels wreak hi <> 

'&\ = 7 


at our Church, relolving to leave (as I am 


Dean Taid too, tog, prophecally of him n) his Life ang 
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whichiiy, ſcemp is a Reaſon- for 
rity in 1689, tho' that a OR. by Aﬀr of 
Parliament) in, Mareh, 1682. But ſimce that would be 
tedioug, I wilhentertain y , with the management of 


twa, of;his. Mixiſters realons,, and. one- of his Laymens 
for Separation, 
His Sixth Paint of No 11s; the. Article 


of Baptized Infants, Salvation : Po ounded, — 
that Ii og ag rpmearny by the Offce for 
Gads 2 top that C =D 
dren which. are. Baptized, ore- they, canmmait 
attual. Sin are «ar dinded 2g and this little Rus 
: brick he makes. Tragical, work; about, Mr. Bax+ 
| ter. will have: it tg: OE 4, New. Article. of Faith, will 
gs opt eager apart 
is falſe It. 18 Er OUS tot 
a We dare. not (lays. Mr. Baxter, when, ag 
n hot ja he Aus) i fatber that on.God which 
— dread the Curſe, Rev. 22, 
againſt fumes that. ſbalk add to: his, Ward, viz, - That 
phenom Zhis is. ta 
belie, GaBs aud ro take Dig. Name in vailt, nd 
for Nige Thouſand or Tex Thawſavd Miniſters to affirm, 


| That this. is Certain by God's. Word. that they, are un+ 


—_— faved, aud when. they have done cannot ta 


| this ſhew us one Word of. God that ſaith it, is: ſuch 
page: to his Word, as we had rather ſtill he called 


|al that's rnaghe and Jngrios d, than be guilt y.of, _ 


Ju 
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| jiift after, hp'is ſo'fierce that he delares,” that if all the 
other hird /terrs of Co "were" taken off, that 
tho*® the other' Thirty-Nine Miniſters Reaſons were re- 
moved, and "i ln: Rabrick left 1 "hw 'would 
not conform.) Should we - "My. Baxter) t6 
be conformable,” were there bur" one thing tt ob- 


tigeth us to Non-Conformitp tever we ſuffer 
WI =: 
Here's # taſt "P you 6f Mr. Bixber' Spirit, and 
the management of his cauſe' in this New'Book, you 
ſee "he does nothis buſineſs by halves, tho' I tauſt 
needs ſay he might have ſpared himſelf the trouble of 
the reſt of his- Book beſides this Chapter, finceT think 
he has done'the Church's and the w whole Cle Ty s bu- 
equally in 1t, he has proved not only the 
whole Body of the Clergy of this Church at preſent 
but all that have Contormec > IG662, to be a par- 
cel of Curled ZUTY £16d JF bn, and that the 
by doth 1 js , -Communion, 
which Men acid? affce: roo o& wittour: 'belying God, 
and taking Dis Name tn vain; and drawing Jown 
his Curſes upon them. And this T will bear Mr. Bax- 
ter witneſs if it were well proved, Were enough to de- 
fend him and #ll his Brethren Non-Conformiſts. When 
you read this, 1 know'yon will be apt" to ay the 
Man raves, and ſhould be put into'a' dark room, and 
kept from Pen, Ink*and Pa and I cannot but 
think that too many more wi beof your mind, when 
they ſee what very little occaſion for all this bitter 
age Mr, Baxter had : There is nothing more 
ifite herein, than to have theſe two points ſtated. 
z Whether Infants are capable SubjeQts of Baptiſm, 
and 2y: By whoſe right it is that they 'are capable. 
That Irifants are- capable Subjects of Baptiſm Mr. Bax- 


rer 


2 


| fants in Baptiſm. - 


| Mr. Baxter indeed will have it by the Parents 
' that their being the Seed of Believers, entitles them to 
' the priviledg of entring 
' Baptiſm, but he has been told, and it has been proved 


?! only, and not they, does know' the Hearts of Men. 
5 Th 


{ tiſm impracticable, {o was never own'd by the Primi- 
tive Church, which makes Intants Right 'to Bapti 
to be not upon account either of their Parents Fait 

? or their ova, "but Wpon TE RUrencs Power: The 
Church o received the Power of the Keys from 


! God, the chiet Exerciſe of which Power of the Keys, 


! is by admitting capable Subjets to remiſſion of Sins 
** by Baptiſm,; the Church -hath always admitted all 
| Apes to the benefit of Baptiſm, the adult upon their 
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Baptized, and therefore it was a pittifr in Mr. 
Baxter, and tuch as he'was driven -to meerly by the - - © 
badnets oft Cauſe to ay, x The moſi anttent (r) Pag- 5% 


Churches were ſo much imployed in Baptizing the adult 
converted from Ifidelit, that we read little or no- 
thing expreſly, and particularly what they did about In- 


But the Second thing is of more conſequence, Zy 
whoſe Right it is, that Infants are capable of Baptiſm, 
ight, 

into Covenant with God by 


often to. him, that if Mivifcrs muſt Baptize 
none but the Children of ſuch Parents as are Believers, 
or have true Faith, they muſt —_— none at all, ſince 
they cannot tell what Parents have true Faith, and 
what have not ; 'and fince they are not able to diſtin- 
guiſh the Hypocrite from the true Belteyer, and God 


inion of Mr. Baxter, as it makes Infant Bap- 


2 own 


Gas Hales ns : 
_ as. the. 2nd. who have been, þ te 
C a Goo. (mare Charitable than  Mr..Baxter : 
"herein &) as wells the ocher tothe means | 
of Salvation upot for them. 


-Since.then ptilm, andthe 
Chriſtian Chucchlarairue the eys, qe Power to 
admit. all Infants to, Reraiſion, of and| 
Md Even the Logaaing of tho Ci _— = 


fants to this. Privilege, upon their '$ponſors engage- | 
ments for: them, it.is now time to -anfiver Mr. :Bax- | 
ters queſtion, with which he makes {o much noiſe where | 
it. is ſaid either expreſly, or by conſequence in Scripture, , 
that Infants Bene: dying. before they commit attual 
Sin, are — ly faved: Mr. Baxter tells us, That | 
All that ever by Talk be could hear was, Gal... 26, 27. 
Ma#k 16. 16. and John... 35. and thele Texts he tri- 
 umphs . over- as. not. to the purpoſe ; it is not worth 
whule to enter the lifts-with kim in defence. of them, | 


' but inſtead of.it, I will tell hum where he t have” 
read, and I fancy. he has two other Texts p 


which T think are enough to {atishe any: one but him ' 
"Tat Thurs his eyes. = — 
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not be 
ds W p- 
betore they commit - aGhual Sin, / are yu- 


==> "av ed: For it is certain s Wore, that 


Bape is appointed. for Remiſſion Sins, Ads 2 
and: 22. r6. <,9up it is alſocertain, that all py 


Ss are forgiven are wntloubtedly ſaroecd, * 
But Infants have-no other Sin 'but their Or Mo 
ruprion, which being rometteiin Baptiſm, __ are un- 
:doubtedly ſaved : And the Learned-Docter *Thar 
'#t (is Ahetn the firſt 'Chriſt tans believed the ſame _"Da- 
—_— an that the Fathers 0 EE Council o 


—_ that-we IE pa Hiſt of Gill « out "of 


2wo'Texts, which Mr-Baxter-eannot ay are either ob- 
feure or 'ambigious, -and -that-it- was 
paint un ized Infants Salva 


That 't der 


«them, .it were eghe- for 'me to 4 
Mr.-Baxter, and to make fuch 
in eſtions, -as he has done-to the "Tagths from 
'the Univerſtvies,* tor the raw ignorant Fellows or Lats 
as he calls'the Clergy, and to treat him at the ſame 
-rude ſcornful rate, *that he hath treated 
» upon far better Rea- 
ndignati- 
ow pf it, and b 
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ſons:thanhe-had, -but 1t-rai 
on to:read leh © wb 3 fo T 
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RefleSiions upon. Mr. Baxter's laſt Book, 
Mr. Baxtep's Ninth Reaſon for Non-Conformity is 
"Croft in Baptiſm, which he will needs have ro/be 
.a Sacrament by our Church: In his Pleafor Peace 
had taken ſome. pains/to prove it. a Sacrament: (c) 


( 
Peace, Þ- 177» and the. Dean of. P auJs.1n his Unreaſonableneſs of Sepa- 


ration. took ſome to Convince him of the contrary. 
Mr. Har lou 9 one of the partsof a true 
Sacrament, andthe Dean. thewed that che was: grofly 
miſtaken, in,every one of-them: . As for the outmard 
Sign of this Baxterian (tor I. know. no other -name to 
diſtinguiſh, i by) Sacrament, . which. he made\to be 
the tranſient . Image of the. Croſs uſed i# Gods Service, 
Mr,- Dean ſhewed him. that this outward viſible Sign 
was-no part. of Dive Worſhip, .nor uſed as ſuch in 
Gods Service, either as _inſtituted-by God or Man for 
that: end ; and as to Mr, Baxter's y oy «ſe of-it, that 
the Signing with. the Crols is uſed i» owr Baptiſmal Co- 
venanting with God,. the. Dean ſhewed him that it was 
not, the Baptiſm .being compleated before it, and 
without it the Covenanting Queſtions and Anſivers 
being over, and the Act of Baptizing, which feals and 
iſhes the Baptiſmal Covenant being ended before the 
Sign of the Crols is uſed in the Office of Baptiſm. - In 
. Baxter's New Book he has got a ſolution to the 
Dea#fs Anſwer, to-his being told that Baptiſm is per- 
fet without it, his anſwer is, So #t is without the 
Lord's-Supper, and yet that is juſtly added, which is 
2 notable anſiver, but has not.one grain of weight in it, 
for how is the Lord's-Supper added to Baptiſm, as 
a part of Baptiſm, or is not. Baptiſm compleat with- 
out it, or is it uſed in our Baptiſmal Covenanting. Let 
but Mr. Baxter look at theſe Queſtions and his Au- 
ſwer, and he will be aſhamed of it, and he himſelf al- 
moſt thinks it as weak as we can, for he next backs it 
with 
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: RefleSions upon Mr. Baxter's Laft Book. 


with'a wiſe faying, ſaith not that May's Covenant- 
ing with "God is perfet without it ; if Mr. Baxter 
ans Kets the Baptiſmal Covenanting with God, The 
Deax-prov'd it him, "that the Baptiſmal Covenant was 
perfe and oy the —_ uſed ; if he 
ſpeaks of any other Covenant with God by the Sign 
the Croſs ; the Dean ſhew'd him, that has Syd 
venant at all made with God by the Sign of the Croſs 
uſed in our Baptifinal Office. | | 
"But to return” to Mr. Baxters Plea for Peace, he 
finds another +> ay the Sacrament in the Croſs, viz. 
The thi tified by the receiving of it, that we do as 
hes fr | ny and oblige F.. Bull not to be a- 
ſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt Crucified and Man- 
fully, &c. 'Nere'the Dean thewed him that the Nature 
ofa Sacrament, is not only to fenifi, but to comrvey the 
Grace ſignified by the Outward Sigy ; and that no grace 


nor benefit was pretended to be conveyed to the Child 
rok, which was a naked Ceremony. 


Mr. Baxter ſays, That the Miniſter ſpeaks as 
Gods Officer from Him (when he Signs the Perfon 
tized] and doth as Chriſt's Miniſter, dedicate him by 
this Sign to the Service of Him who died upon the Crafs. 


Mn anſwer to all which Mr. Dean ſhew'd hum firſt, that 


the Miniſter doth not ſpeak as God's Officer from him 
here, 'but that he ſpeaks in the name of the Church, 
which is plain enough from the words uſed, WE re- 
eerve into the C ongrogation of Chriſt, &c. and that 
the Signing with the Croſs, was a token not to God 
but to Mer, that the Perſon who had' received that 
Sign upon his Forehead, had engaged himfelf to the 
Congregation (into which he was now admitting) 
that he would hive as became the Diſciple of a Cruci- 
fied Redeemer : So that here was no dedicating of the 

Perſon 
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Sign betwixt Man. and. Man;. or 
ny to-declare.to, Men, hes. a hed, ware, 
is under:ſuch.or @eh an Obligation to that Cn 
which he. 0 0. Dave poop 6, 29 hinh, 
WAS/nO More, r_ Baptiſin. in an, 

jon, the: Perlan. to, be admittad. a Member 
of their Church, ſhould. be. ablignd. tor: hold -up. his 
the 7 token of; his owning, their, Church. Covenant, 
and obliging himſelf to live as.2 Church, Member. ought 
to do, 

I. have. been ſo-very, particular m.giving thisaccount 
of Mr. Baxters At ; our ule. of: the, Sigy 
of the. Croſs, out. ot his Plea. for Peare,, and a. Breviate 
of the Dean of - St. Pauls dice@ ans fall anſwers to 


ering to o give one word Reply [except. that (crap 
of an Anſwer about Baptiſm-being rfett without the 
Sign of the Croſs. )to Mr. Dean's ITS ta bus. Plea for 
Peace. But here I muſt. recolle& my elf, that it was 
not, worth Mr. Baxters while to trouble. hunſelt with 
giving Anſwers to the Dean in. this New Bookhe tells us 
in his third. Page, that to ſome part ot. his Plea for Peace 
indeed. ©0me meer. Jmyertinens- Noiſe. was made 
by ſome one that is Quacer ofthe Ming of 
and I, is a very pretty Character of the. Writing 
ſuch Perſons as th + Deav of 8 7 Pres berlack 
whom the yFap:/fs have not co. 
or impertinent Men, Mr. Baxter did, Tick yrs 
temper of Mr. Baxter, and it is as impoſlble to Gare 
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| fary, ſince che things in 


| —_ ths wew one in Diatogue': | moſt_r1044 give 
ow one of Mr. Bextors Realons tor- 8: ON 


Mr. Baxter's Plea for _ trom' SIO 
compel with-the' 1 1b. Chaptcr = 
you will ſee-reafon —_— yr tra motos 

are (the! very Theney 
other differance but thar that was'by way of a Dif 


bs the C 


be. Corporation IT Bi, & 15 | jo 
kuch us\0ralk ia his Boole,  nTbeen indesdire 
ly coluspurpols, every man that wasalloived to be 


a Mer of war Charch. had been "+6 take 
the Corporation Oath ;- it all the that live-m the 


V cages throughout England, my i all thatlive 
Towns Fs ron. rand hevecediy that ys 


or muſt arty whnwaradrerearayes 4 it had beer # Juf 
Plea tor Nom-Conformity qty nag nnatongmrt m1 
ratsow-Oath unkewiat; but att a min Thor 


His two: Reaſons full before this to wit ths ries 
and 1 6h. are of the tame Riyrip, and indeed: 
dozen of - «ra + -alf ab; Wy 
8axten's, 'who minds little olfc <a 'tomake-a 
thew, org eta. the Nomber nor by 
the Weight of Arguments, of -&ll& Fam fre it Had 
been. too hard a for Mr. Bawtey to od Mira 
» <_— why — mats 


our 


wy we | 
RefleBlions wpou-Mr. Baxter s daft Book, 

our-Church, while all tus and/Skill cannot 
help. him to oveeSubſtantial Venlctoars thous Non- 
Conformity, "oy" 

Having now. done withthe Three Reaſons T promiſed 
to- give You an. account. of, and ſhewn/you how you 
may- convince your -lelt of. the awrecefſarineſs of. this 
New Book of-Mz,Baxter.even by the peruſal only of lus 
Pleas for Peace, } will pals now te my Second Reflett;- 
on, \that this Book was altogether as Unfeaſonable as 
it was unaecellary. 

Within.chele lat twenty Years or little more, there 
hath been nothing fo much in ſome Mens mouths and 
io their Papers as Petitions for Peace, Pleas for Peace, 
the moſt Paſſionate Wiſhes tor Concord, and Suplicati- 
ons even upon their knees that they might be, heard, 
for Accommodation, and yetto the unhappineſs both 
of Church and State we have tound no-good to come 
of all theſe. good words:  - One cannot -but be even 
uneaſie to know. how Diſcord ſhould contiane, where 
x omg of temper, -and-{uch an :car- 


Ee chan what hey hd as 
np good words: with theix mouths, had 
. _ hearts, and were re{olved either to de- 
cd the Conſtitution of the Church, or to keep up an 
eternal feud. Her. 

It is-to00 eto.find-where the nile Leagand which 
— | — 
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RefleEFtions upon Mr. Baxter's laſt Book. 
the true cauſe of the Diviſions being kept up to the 
heightr-they are. mm. - recolle& to the'time of the Po- 
pi/h Plot). when'it was hoped thar it - would have proved a 
nap jun&tare for an Yniow among Proteſtants, _ hey 
People were polleſſed with ſach» apprehenfions of 
dangers from'Popery*; moſt k& t tha 

Bn RT IG hers Drirad and of ſelf wit 
other Arguments have perladed Proteſtants to a Habe 
underſtanding of yes and one another, and that the 
Moderate ape as 6 would haveraken this favourable 
oppo to apply themſelves to the Biſhops and Clergy 
of the Church of England tor Peace and ©nion, whom they 

might then hopeto have found 'in'a. good" tenper and dif: 
potitionifor reconciliation, while both” fides*were equally 
apprehenſive of dangers from the 

Did thoſe Non-Conformiſt s therefore who have to londly, 
and ſo often proclaimed to the World their earneſt defire 
for Concord, their purſuit after Peace and ©/nton lay hold 
of this favourable , and. addreſs themſelves to 
the Church of England for a happy Accommodation upon 
mutual Condelcenſions : No.Sir, you know'that they ye 
{o tar from i chat when ſome of our Church (| 
them of it," held back, and inſtead of ſuch & beha- 
viour towards the Church as fuch 4 time did require, the 
Church of England her ſelf was made Popiſh, infamqus Li- 
bels were thrown out | her. 


The Dean. of St: Pauls has fach an Hiſtory of that 19th Pre 


time and affair, as will bea foe Monument tothe Worl 
how, real ſome men were then,-'who tt 
of Peace. om confident he box ods 
tain of by tus own experienceHe wer 

{peaking of that juncture of 5 rerkh ve Phor) 
Wiſe, fo Self-denping as: the'Ni 
repreſent themſe Foes to. the World would *i' fo oo ere a time, 
have made ſame ſteps: o advances towards at Onion with ; 
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RefieSiane ap MPa laſt Baok, 
«et to have let u5 hug «heir ſenſe of the project State of 


bings, and their. | = COD for ies 7 
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\ SE lors Drake, you may. find juſt attet the 
| neation of thega, When 1 levied int theſe Baoks, and ſaw 


ern meant tmagrac + 4 95s 
for Piety, of hi 
7 a Lover of 


| HE ag bat 99 pgs Day 
ers of. a aving tins ſuch Firetzaavs Are 


| bow, A bake Books will: appear ta any one who ou 

\ confiders thew. - hy oo . 

And now Sir, who'is is that ſhould be of writing 

- two ſuck pernicious and milchievous and vc {>-un 
ſeaſongble- a juncture, but our Friend Mr. Baxter, who h 

Wrixzzes and begg'd (0 much tor Feacey the very ſarne 

eng 6 in-car days-is gow 8 ſecond time guilty of the 

wnſealonable Practice. 
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Ser | can unite with Hers the Bibops: | 

in Baxter is lo. tierce” againſk, cnn! qwallewretr tack un 
bew | lodlingign could be in them, were not thy of owning the 
» af to. the World, when. a necellity did requre.it : 26 wits 
wot great. 0, Ti6h Enfvartug Declaration of the 1th 
020 A'neg for. ty of Conſcience to bring the Biſhops and Cler. 


o's oft the wh of "land te ons. of theie 169, "61s 
the ther 0 Foy ar "4nd act - under - the Kings Dir | 
law _diſperlng end. reading that or wo | 
"; them appear to the Body .of the Differivees 25 ob- | 
4 {Einare againdt all condernelitowneds them by their fefufing, 
of to tead end tie Dadgenoes es: hay baffled by rhe 
Bitbops,- "Who tho' a keen" Ie ipoo #ny 
rs 10099 ſack e:perete Diſpenſing. Power'in the 
£gAS cool + Dbchraaion; yet-todkr care 
LR Ilan vo Ha, 0! he Work 
_ t were wet averſe ts ? the | 
0 Declaration for want of due front vapors rnd Dias, | 
un = wu_- Ce © kink haught- += 
Came to a-: as 
Joy EEE EGS ETTS 
the Convocation. a 
This Aſians to the Dillenters was mes foygorten 


y the Reverend Bifbops, when their Wet 02% em" ag 
_ chievous Declaration were over, but was'rewened [vs 
" == thoſe Propoſals of Advice to thae Weg by emo of the 
» ſome Biſhops, whom. he had ſer for up our ofthe Countr Couary 


RefleSkions upon Mr. Baxter's loft Book, 
to adviſe with: -Ithink"i is the 10h, 'or x16. 
Cort, have. _—_ nothere with a Fer of REM 

y ate Print vi 

Secaxd Letter to pmnn > ode 
_— when this firft Partiament- aftes thoſe Promiſes 
made by. the Biſhops-was ft down, and 2 '! made 


by. an £/on Honourable Peer. -; ob the Church of Bu ' =—_ 
Bull or Bills oa brengts In-for the coſt 
ſeveral. of the prrv<ovork ſcoontl the Motibi, hr 


= Biſhops of &e » phrand Ely, ae; Chicheſter, and 
Peter - made- Speeches in the Houſe upon it, pro- 
poſu the means of ua! Accommodation” by improving and 
fer fect ;"and-making ſome Terms | Commun 
0u more I of "caſe to all Proteſtant \ ers that 
cannot come: up to thoſe Terms. 

Theſe are-Inſtances beyond all Queſtion of the Biſhops 
Integrity in this buſineſs, when 7hey pr omiſed renuleraeſs to 
the Diſſenters ; \and this Diſpoſition was ſeen in the Gene 
ruty gy Gon ebogy alſo;'Tcannor but refer 
for a full ſatisfaction herein, to the Pablick Sermons the 


Court. of Aldermen 'of Londow, ever ſince their Ch L at 
Guild-Hall was open, whether the Clergy did not 

in their Sermons before them, the ſame aditidas tek 
hi; derneſs towards all, and -to-Union with fome of the Pro- 


" reflant Diſſewers, and ns Dr. Sherlock at whom 
{r, Bax, fome en 5 


The ame "Thwper ine heartily 
Diſſenters : The 
thoſe Sermons at 


—_— (4 £4 I gs _ 


Clergy ever ſince ; 1 may appeal to the Lord Mayor and 


Kefl-Grons: wpou Mr: Baxter's laſt Book. 23 
abr nw as Sam oye and 1 need give no farther In- | 
ſtance of their willingneſs tar teadernelsand Union, I ought = 
to lay of:theirZealtor it, -tham-atic' Letter to a Demver | 
of Parliament in favour of-the Bill foz Uniting Þav- | 
teftants; which was written while the Bill for Union was 
paſſing the Two Houſes of Parliament; and- which I do | 
| recommend to the peruſal'oball Proteſtant 
7 on and of them, who will notwithft all this 
which hath been faid and done on the-Church's ſide, won- 
der'\(as I have heard ſome-vety lately do for want of true 
Information about theſe things) that the Churchanen ate 
not for Moderation towards :Diſſenters, * 
came ig rp rmerenuant are what 
{ cur tenderneſs - has don 
Promi- 


_ 


2 


SEEDERS neither Books 
. nor. Papers S' on our but every thing 
contrary.) / This is rhe Temper, and this is the Behavious 
iſhops  and' Clergy 
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thay pruadkijcre: 45'fues as  Filhes, *exrepring} only: 
x them; who when the Coritroverſie' was al- 
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fo. they will 
Jas | h of Ew /and want! not of her 
to: Encounter and'Tri Popery when irwas 
greateſt Power, and /had the Countenance -of thc 
it, ſo the has thoſe-that can with as much cate bat. 
New-muſtered Reaſons for Non-Contbrmiry. 
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Reflections. upan Mr. Baxter's laſt Book. 
ſtory of the firſt Ages of the Church, and hath been as to 


the Subſtance of it anſwered already,by.the Dean of St. 


Pauls in his Unrealonablenels of Separation, Part 3. Sec.8. 
Pp. 242, &c. and by Dr. Maurice in the latter part of the 
Pretace to his Vindication of the Primitive Church and Dio- 
ceſan Epiſcopacy, and in the Book it elf, and I have leave to 
promile the World, that a compleat Anſwer to the whole 
will be finiſhed and publiſht ſhortly. 

Their ſecond Book which they publiſhed againſt ys, 
and from the fame hand, was about Liturgies to ſhew the 
Novelty of them, and how long it was betore any ſuch 
were known or heard of in the Chriſtian Church ; the De- 
ſign.of Publiſhing theſe two Books is very eaſily (cen, 
which I do not care to infiſt turther upon here, ſince it is fo 
plainly contrary to the repeated Profeſſions of ſo many 
Non-Conformilts : however I can aſſure you that theſe two 
Books are not like to do the Miſchief which is intended 
by them, ſince this about Liturgies, as well as the other 
» Epiſcopacy, is under the Examination of a very 
Learned Perſon, and both the Anſwers may be expected 
by the end of Michaelmas-Term, or at the beginning of the 
next 7erm after Chriſtmas. 

Theſe two {mall Tracts about two particular Points were 


only to make way for two more voluminous Peices, where- 


in the whole Controverſie betwixt the Non-Contormiſts 
and the Church was to be reaſſumed at a-time, when eve- 
ry one thought .it had been Jaid aſleep, ad that healing 
Principles and Conceſſions, : would have been the ftudy of 
both {ides. equally. The Dean of St. Pays Lam confident did 
believe, that the angry -Controverſie againſt his excellent 
and well-deſign'd Sermon at Gui/d-Hall, in 1680. had been 
ended near ſeven oor ago ; and;,who would have expect- 
ed, that after ſo long a ceflation of Arms, -andat {o:unlea- 


Jonable a junQture.the World ſhauld have been troubled 


with that Controverke any more  ——_ thereforekearn 
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RefleS&ions upon Mr. Baxter's laft Book. 


to wonder at nothing in ſome Men, the Mountain is. deli- 
ver'd at laſt, and one Mr. Gilbert Rule is deliver'd. of a 
Rational Defence of Non-Conformity, in anſwer to Dr. Stil- 
ling fleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. 

I have had this Book with me into the Country, but 
cannot now give you my Judgment of it; by what Fhave 
read init; I can readily find, that the Excellent Dean needs 
not trouble himlelt, with taking notice of it, and I hope he 
never will ; however Mr. Ru/e ought not to expect an an- 
{ver yet, nor to complain, tho' it be ſeven years before he 
receive it, ſince his own- was fo long in bringing forth ; 
and betwixt You and Lit will take up no very tmall part of 
that timeto get through Mr. Rule's Book, not for the large- 
nels of it, but tor a worle Reaſon or two, which I will leave 
you to guels at. 

It-will perchance be replyed to this, that the Non-Con- 
formiſts ought not to bear the blame, if ſuch Men as Mr. 
Rule-will be troubling the World ſo unſeaſonably with their 
Controverſies and Defences : But what will they be able to 
lay for the next Author I muſt mention, their great Oracle | 
pr ior, we has _— and __, a n egg o much 

or Peace, and for Accommodation, that he ſhould be guil- 
ty of To much Tndiſcretion, and unſcaſonable Zeal, as to en- © 
deavour-to exaſperate Diſſenters againſt the Church,and the ' 
Chordvmen agpat Diilenters, at 2 time when he could 
not but know, that there were ſuch general preparations 
and dpoltions for Peace every where, and that he from 
whom of all Diſſenters Iiving ſuch a thing was leaſt expect- 
ed, ſhould not only Publiſh but take ſuch. care to have pre- 
ſented to the Members of Parliament this violent unſeaſs- 
nable Book: which you have ſent me. 

I muſt own-to you, that it hath very mach leflen'd the 
eſteem I have-had for Mr. Baxter to-find him-thus fowing 
Diſcord and Diviſion, and ſuch an Enemy to Peace, and in 
ſo ſmall a diſpoſition for it, as this Book ſhews him to be 

+> a BR 7 notwith-.. | 
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RefleSions upon Mr. Baxter's laſt Book, 
notwithſtanding all his former Profeſſions for Peace. 1 
cannot reconcile this Book or the temper of it, either with 
Charity or Chriſtianity. 

I will not trouble you with the fry of little Pamphlets 
thrown about at the ſame junQture againſt our Church, 
ſome of which I have ſeen, and believe there are more 
which I have not. I will only ask now,whether the Temper 
and Promiſes of our Biſhops, the Sermons and Diſcourles 


; of our Clergy, or the Writings and Pamphlets of Mr. Bax- 


ter and Clarkſon, of Rule, and the like Publiſhed fince this 
happy Revolution diſcover better inclinations to Peace and 
Union ; and whether any thing can be fo likely to breed 
further miſchief, and to prevent all Accommodation as 
Mr. Baxter's ſtarting the Controverſie to unleatonably at 
this time. 

I hope in God, that whatever Mr. Baxter's Intentions 
were by his Publiſhing fuch a Book at this juncture, and by 
taking ſuch care to have them prelented to all Parliament 
Men and to others, particularly to ſeveral of the Clergy of 


+ London, and to ſuch of them as had been his Antagonutts in 
> this very Controverſie, neither the Biſhops will mind Mr. 
* Baxter or his Book, nor the Clergy be provoked by it to 
* lay aſide their Diſpoſitions to Peace and Accommodation, 
: but that our Church may have the Glory, and the Satis- 
* faction of doing ſome men good againſt their wills. 


I think, Sir, that I have ſhewn you ſufficiently how 


: very unſeaſonable this Book of Mr. Baxter's was for thoſe 


peaceable deſigns which have been on foot a long time, and 


| publiſhed tothe World by the Biſhops Famous Petition tor 


above this laſt twelve Month; I have now but one other 
Refleftion to make upon it, that it is as CInaccountable 
a Book, as it was CInſeaſonable. 

Que would have expetted that the great age Mr.Baxter is 
arrived to, and the continual complaints that were made of 
his indulging and giving up himlelf upon the leaſt occaſion 
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RefleSions upon Mr. Baxter's loft Book. 
to heats and. paſſion in his controverſial Books, had taught: 
him to reſtrain himſelf for the -tutare, and to refrain all in- 
deciences either towards Perſons or Things : but this Book 
of Mr. Baxter's is a deplorable inſtance how deaf ſome can 
be tothe beſt advice, and how far Paſſion can become habi- 
tual to ſome as even to be Nature in them, and what they 
cannot conquer or avoid. His Paſtion 1n this Book hurries 
him ſometimes ſo far as-to make him forget Truth and Mo- 
deſty, and to ſacrifice both them to his Indiſcretion. 

Tho' I know you do not wonder at fucly things in Mr. 
Baxter, yet I am ſenſible a great many will, and that all 
his Favourers and Friends will accuſe me immediately of 
Injuſtice and Calumny againſt an innocent Man. 

How innocent Mr. Baxter is as to thoſe Reflections have 
made,they themſelves ſhall be the Judges it they pleaſe, the 


- World however wwll, and it ſuch things be not in this Book 


as I charge Mr. Baxter with, and ut be not altogether as 
unaccountable a Book as I affirm it to be, I will begg Mr. 
Baxter's, Theirs, and the World's pardon. 


To prove the heat he was in, when he Publiſhed this. 
Book, and the ſtrange Paſſion which. hurries him Frongh 
elf, * 


— | ———TIRI ——_——_ Ro 


it, I will not trouble any one to Took into the Book it | 
or To much as to open it, let him but read this Title Page * 
it ſell, and then paſs ſentence upon the Book or Me. The 

Exgliſh Non-Conformity as under Fas Charles 77. and King 

James 7. truly Stated aud Argued, by Richard Baxter, who 
earneſtly beſeecheth Rulers, and Clergy, not to Divide and 
Deſtroy the Land, and caſt their own Souls on the dreadful | 
Guilt and Pimiſhment of Nattonal PERF RY Lying,: | 
deliberate Covenanting to Sin againſt God, corrvpe | 
his Church, and not amend, nor by Laws or lind Daltg: : 
nity, to reproach Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, and Judge 
them to Scorn and Beggery, and To Lie and Die in Jails / 
as Rogues,ard /o to trevgthen PNotaneneſs,PPopery and | 
Schiſm, and all for want of Willingneſs and Patience to read | 
and 
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and bear their juſt defence ; while they can ſpend much more time in Sin 


and Vanity. The Author bumbly begs that he and Dig Books of 
CUnconfutable Detence of - mit aken perſecuted Cauſe may not 
be Wuneſſes againſt them for ſuch great and wilful ſin to their Condem- 
nal wn. 

This is I muſt needs ſay , the warmeft Title Pagel ever read, 
and ſo will you, and all thoſe Lords and Gentlemen Mr. Baxter's 
Book was preſented to, here isnothing but Paffion and Damnati- 
on throughout. 

Andthe ſame heat that is upon the Title Page,is carried through- 
out the Book, if he has occaſion to {peak of the Biſhops and Clergy 
of the Church of _ or to diſpute any point with them in it, 
Dioceſans, Prelates, Book-makers are the Biſhops Titles wich him 
but for the reſt of the Clergy he knows not how to call them ill e- 
nough. One- while they are a Multitude of raw ignorant Fellows 
or Lads, in another place they are ignorant un Lads; What 
would Forreigners think of our Church of England, of thoſe nu- 
merous Learned Tracts which were Publiſhed within theſe laſt four 
years againſt Popery in England, ſhould they read theſe Characters 
of our Biſhops and Clergy in the Book of one, who lives among 
them, who lives in London it (elf, and muſt certainly know, chat 
the Characters are-deſerved which fo Pious, ſo Conſcientious a 
Man, who believes a Judgment and a Hell does venture to give of 

them, the leaſt that ſuch could believe muſt be, that Mr. Baxter 
and his Brethren Non-Conformifts are the only ſupporters « of Reli- 
gion, Viety and Learning in England, and that every one of thoſe 
fo many Learned Books lately Publiſhed againſt Popery were writ- 
ten by them, and that none of them ould be the Works of 1 


—_—  - 


norant ungodly Lads. But if T were to argue wich Mr. Baxter upon 


.this point, I would Fain know what reaſon or what necefficy there 


was for ſuch ſtrange and unaccountable language towards the Cler- 
2 of England, would not the Reaſons and Arguments in his Book 

ainſt us have been as ſtrong and as clear, tho? he ſhould hare 
uſed all decent behaviour towards our Biſhops and Clergy in ir, 
and had omitted ſuch ignominious Names and Characters : Such 
Language is fo far from being neceflary to make an Argament 
good, or a deduction plain, that ic makes the Workd ſuſpect, that 
the ſtrengeh and whole force of fach a Man's Argament hes in 
the Nick-name and ignominious CharaQter. 

His Indecencies towards his Betters, and his Brethren however, 


is much more excuſable than his Paſſionate rudenebs w—_— _— 
acre 
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Sacred, towards one of our Sacraments: when he is up in his heat 
and violence, then Baptiſm ir ſelf muſt b2 called (as an Atheiſt or 
Scoffer at Religion does) {Uater and TU02DS (a) and he goes 
on raving againſt che Church's Power oo admit Infants indiſcrim!- 
nately co Baptiſm ; If (ys he) it be meerly wolendo,as if Heaven (b) 
were at their will,why do they not fit at home, and make a Jeed of Gift of 
Heaven tc the Infauts at the Antipodes and of all the Worid, And a little 
lower, He that can believe to day that God bath made a gift of Sal- 
waticn to all Iifants that any body will Baptize, may eaſily believe to 
morrow, that he will not caſt away the reſt meerly becauſe no Carrier 
will bring them in, or becauſe no body will waſh them, and ſay over 
them the words of Baptiſm. 

Ar this indecent and unbecoming manner Goes Mr. Baxter treat 
Baptiſm ic ſeIFin expreſſions foclowniſh as are ficter for a Porter's 
mouth than a Divine's : if Mr. Baxter chought himlelf witty in theſe 
paſſages, I know what rank of Men to range him among, they 
do not become any lort of Gown, nor Men of any Ingenuity or 
Breeding. 

But cheſe Indecencies towards Perſons, and Sacred Things may 
be much better accounted for than his Inſules upon Truth and 
Modeſty, and his Violation of them. Mr. Baxter is pleaſed (when 
he is diſcourſing che Matter whether the Church or the Diſlencers 
did more probably ſerve the Deſigns of Popery) to grow very” 
warm abour ic, and to appeal to experience, [I think, lays he, (c) 
ere long you are like to be convinc'd more effetlually than by writing qwhich 
Party u liker to bring inPopery,and to turn Papiſt and asks the Queſtion 
very boldly, ho bath done and ſuffer'd more to = Popery out, that is, - 
Churchmen or Diſſenters. I will joyn ifſue with Mr. Baxter upon this 
Queſtion, and will appeal to the World, whether it is the Church 
of England Men or the Diſſenters that have done or ſuffer d moreto 
keep out Popery ; The late Kings Reign is the time by which we 
can try this cauſe, then it was that Popery appear'd barefac'c, and 
endeavour'd by Places and Preterments as well as by Pen and 
Pulpit to prevail over the Nation; We will examine then firſt, 
who did moſt co keep out Popery ; when the Proteſtant Religion 
was aſlaulted by the Popiſh Peſts, both from the Preſs and 
from the Pulpic ; Did the Dsſſenters enter the liſts with them ? did 
they countermine Popery from their Pulpits? They dare not 
deny that it was the Churchmen, and chey alone that manag'd 
the whole Controverſie againſt the Popiſh Books, they dare not 
deny that the province of Preaching down Popery = - x 
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Popiſh Reign was left entirely to the Church of Eng/and Pulpits, 
that for their own Part they did not offer to Preach againſt the 
Kings- Religion, but were wholly filent therein, that for their 
Part inſtead of writing Books againſt Popery, they writ in de- 
fence of it by conſequence while they flattered by their Addreſs 
a Popiſh King in his diſpenſing with our Laws, and breaking in 
upon the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion among us. 
Mr. Baxter himſelf knows one that was writing an Addreſs to the 
Popiſh King, while the Churchmen were defending their own,and 
expoſing his Religion ; There were abundance of excellent and 
very bold Sermons Preached againſt Popery even during the laſt 
four years of the Reign of Popery, there were above 200 Dilcourles 
publilhe again Popery during that Reign ; I muſt now ask Mr. 
Baxter two very ſhort =O Firſt, Who they were that 
preached thoſe Sermons, and writ thoſe Books ? His Conſcience 
cannot but make him confeſs that they were the Members of the 
Church of England: And Secondly, Who they were then that have 
done mo2e to keep out JPopery ? Let him but read what he 
{aid in his Book, and ask his Conſcience P:late's Queſtion, What 
# Truth? Let usnow ſee whether Churchmen or Diſſenters Suffer'd 
more to keep out Popery, and here I need only ask Mr. Baxter two 
or three Queſtions ; Were thoſe Noblemen and Gentlemen Dij- 
ſenters that left all their profitable places, and were cloſetted and 
eurn'd out of all Commiſlions, becauſe they would neither promiſe 
nor conſent to take off the Penal Laws and Teſts ? Were thoſe 
Gburchmen that were put into their Places and Commiſſions ? A- 
gain, Were thoſe that were try'd and Suſpended by the Eccleſiafti- 
cal Commiſion Diſſenters ? Was the _ of London ſuch, the 
Vicechancellor of Cambridge ſuch, or the Fellows of Magdalen Col- 
ledge in Oxon ſuch ? Laſtly, Were thoſe ſeven Biſhops that were 
ſent to the Tower, andrtry'd for reſiſting the deſtrucive diſpenſin 
Power Diſſenters? Were any of thoſe who were Diſplaced, Sl: 
pended, or Impriſon'd Non-Conformiſts ? Or were any Non-Confor- 
miſts either-Diſplaced, or Suſpended or Impriſoned 7 Did not they 
Addreſs, Conſent and Concur to lay aſide the 7ef ? - Were not Lob, 
and 4lfop, and Pem become the- Miniſters of State ? I could”ask 


Mr. Baxter ſome more as urieaſie Queſtions, 1-will only defire ro 

know with what face he-could' talk-a t-that rate in his Book, and 

et know all thele things-;- I will onl t him-in mind of a (ay- 
of his own which 7 his very 


| in e uſes in | Diſpute, The Impudency 
{fone Men 1s the ſhame of depraved bumane Nature. 


MM I have. 
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1 have now but a ſinall part of my, Jaſt charge againſt Mr. Bax- 

'ter upon my hands, that he hath;nor conſulted Modeſty any more 

than Truth in this his. Book, this is.4 nice matter, and almoſt as 
inCecent to be repeated, as it was int him for to write it. 

In one part of his Book he is making the, Compariſon -betwixt 
the lives of thoſe who go to Church, and his Friends that ſtay a- 
way, and cannot indure to hear that-Churchbmen ſhould be bercer 
than Diſſenters, and then asks whether the badneſs of thoſe who 
ſtay away from the Church is in any Vice, atter which comes the 
Modeſt Le&ure I muſt mention. 

Here are, ſome lay, many hundreds that Praftice Phyſick in Lon- 

(d) P. 220, don : The Poſts, Walls, and Gates (d) are ftickt with Phyſicians offers 
to cure the Lecherous Pox : To day I read Kirlew's Bull, - that ſaith, 
he bath Cured Eight Handred of that Diſeaſe. 1 dare bet with you all 
the Money I have, that if you enquire, not eight, or s two of that 
Eight Hundred were Puritans, or ſuch as you now caſt out for Non- 
Conformiſts (unleſs you call, Papilts or ſuch otber, Non-Conformitſts) 
except any of them ere Wroes that catcht it of Huibands that are of * 
your Church or Paxiſhes, and not of us ; or Husbands that catcht of 
ſuch Conformable (or Papilt) Woves. 

You ſee,-and cannot'without laughing read hew -yery critical 
and nice Mr. Bexter is ypon the matter, but he ſhould have been 
as tender of a thing called Modeſty; ſuch a Deſcription is fitter for 
Aretine than Mr. Baxter, but ſome:Men can allow themſelves ina- 
ny thing, tho* ic be-nevec {o ridiculous and immodeſt together. 
Theſe are the Refle&ions I deſfign'd ro make upon Mr. Baxter;'s 
Book, and if you have read thus far, you will be able to juſtific 
-me in every one of them, that this Book ought not havebeen pub- 
liſhed at all, fince it was ſo unnecſlary, ſo unſeafonable, and fuch 
.a_ paſſionate unaccountable Book ;3- whether the writing/this Let- 
ter will do.any ſervice to Mr. Baxter by ſhewing him very 
unhappy he has been herein I. cannot divine.; nor whether i 
will make him more cautious for the\future. Onething I cannot 
but beg of Heaven for him, that God would forgive him the 


publiſhing this Book; and to this Prayer I _ with 
that whenever Mr. Begter is call'd out of this World, this and att .. 
.the reſt of his Controverſial Books may be buried with him, that © 
fo thoſe Books which have daneno! good in this Age, may never 
be able. to-do, miſghief in the Next, Lam | 
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